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passing said control signal from a detector to said at least one controjl^ 
device; 

generating based on said step of passing said contrpl-gignal, a plurality of 
signals that identify the characteristics of said coptrmsignal in said step of 
passing; 

selecting at least one id^frtlfying signal from said plurality of identifying 
signals based on sajd-^fep of generating said identifying signals; and 

stOiiiT^aid at least one identifying signal based on said step of selecting 
sa^at least one identifying signal in said storage device. 



133. (Nev^ Claim) The method of claim 132, further comprising the step 
of commimicating said stored at least one identifying signal based on said step of 
toring from said receiver station to an external data collection station. 

(New Claim) The method of claim 133, further comprising the stej 

generating a bill one of at and frornsaidrartSast one remote data collection 
station based on saidid^ntifj^ingdata transferred to said at least one remote data 
collection.8t3fion. 




135. (New Claim) The method of claim 132, wherein said at least one 
identifying signal identifies a source of said control signal. 



136. (New Claim) The method of claim 132, wherein said at least one 
identifying signal identifies a supplier of said control signal. 
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137. (New Claim) The method of claim 132, wherein said at least one 
identifying signal identifies a content of said control signal. 

138. (New Claim) The method of claim 132, wherein said at least one 
identifying signal identifies one of a time and a period of time. 

139. (New Claim) The method of claim 132, wherein said at least one 
identifying signal identifies a fimction performed at said receiver station in 
consequence of said control signal. 

40. (New Claim) The method of clainv^527wnerein said at least one 
"htifying signal identifigs-a-pTogramming outputted at said receiver station in 
consequertCeof said control signal. 

141. (New Claim) The method of claim 132, wherein said at least one 
identifying signal identifies apparatus controlled at said receiver station in 
consequence of said control signal. 

142. (New Claim) The method of claim 132, further comprising the step 
of discarding at least one of said plurality of identifying signals. 

143. (New Claim) The method of claim 142, wherein said discarded at 
least one of said plurality of identifying signals includes a duplicate identifying 
signal. 
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144. (New Claim) The method of claim 132, wherein said step of 
generating includes creating said at least one identifying signal by appending 
digital information. 

145. (New Claim) The method of claim 144, wherein said appended 
digital information includes a first of said plurality of signals that identify 
characteristics. 

146. (New Claim) The method of claim 132, wherein said step of 
generating includes coimting. 

147. (New Claim) The method of claim 132, wherein said step of 
generating results in a record. 

148. (NewVziaim) A method of communicating subscriber station 
information including identifying data from a subscriber station to at least one 
remote data collectionVtation, said method comprising the steps of: 

inputting one of ayiewer's and participant's reaction to mass medium 
programming at a suls^criber station; 

receiving at said VubsVriber station an indication of at least one of a control 
signal to process and ajMS^tput to deliver in consequence of a specific 
subscriber input; \ 

determining a presence orsaid specific subscriber input at said subscriber 
station by processing said one of a Wwer's and participant's reaction to mass 
medium programming; \ 
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processing saici control signal, said control signal causing an effect of 
controlling one or more receiver station apparatus and at least one of code and 
data to serve as evidence of passing said control signal to at least one 
controllable device and^ functioning of said controlled one or more receiver 
station apparatus in/resfK)n^e to said instruct signal at said subscriber station in 
consequence of said step of o^ermining; and 

transferring from saiJj gpbscriber station to at least one remote data 
collection station a plurality of indicia confirming processing of said control 
al and said control signal effect from said step of processing. 




(New Claim) The method of claim 148, wherein saidjiistfuct signal 
by a subscriber, said method further comprisingj^r^teps of: 
storing a subscriber instruction to recei^e<5ne of a specific mass medium 
programs, data. New Claims items^^arrdcomputer control instructions; and 

receiving one of sajd^^ecific mass medium programs, data. New Claims 
items, and compi^t^fcontrol instructions in accordance with said subscriber 
instructiopK^ 





150. (New Claim) 3?ie n^ptl^odpf claim 148, wherein said method of 
communicating uses a telephone ii^Vface. 

151. (New Claim) A method of controlling a remote intermedie 
me^itim program transmitter station to corrnnimicgle-fflasTmedium program 
material to a remote receiver st^tierrSnScontroUing said remote receiver station 
to deliver an injlivitlualized mass medium program presentation, said method of 
CQAtrOliing comprising the steps of: 
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(1) receiving mass medium programming to be transmitted by the 
remote interniediate mass mediimi transmitter station and delivering said mass 
medium programming to a transmitter; / 

(2) receiving at least one receiver control signal at said remote 
intermediate mass medium transmitter station, said at least one recmer control 
signal being operative at the remote receiver station to control oy^ or more 
receiver station apparatus and including a plurality of at leas^ne of code and 
data to serve as evidence of passing said at least one receiver control signal to 
at least one controllable device and of the functioning^jf said controlled one or 
more receiver station apparatus in response to said/at least one receiver control 
signal; / 

(3) receiving at least one transrrimer control signal at said remote 
intermediate mass medium transmitter/station, said at least one transmitter 
control signal is effective at said rerpote intermediate mass medium transmitter 
station to control the communicanon of at least one of said mass medium 
programming and said at least one receiver control signal; and 

(4) causing saida"emote intermediate mass medium transmitter 
station to transmit in arcordance with said at least one transmitter control signal 
an information transmission comprising one of said mass medium 
programming and said at least one receiver control signal. 

152: (New Claim) The method of claim 151, wherein said mass medium 
program material includes audio or text. 

/ > 

153. (New Claim) Thep:i^fhDd of claim 151, wherein said mass medium 
program material includes a televigjefrv^ 
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(New Claim) A method of commvmicating at least one television 
at least one receiver station each of which includes one of a broadcast 
television receiver and a cablecast television receiver, a television monitor, a 
signal detector, a processor operatively connected to said television monitor, said 
processor programmed to detect a presence of at least one conn-ol signal in one 
of a broadcast transmission and a cablecast transmission, s^d method 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving television programming at a transmitter station and delivering 
said television programming to a transmitter; 

receiving and storing said at least one cc^trol signal at said transmitter 
station, said at least one control signal berng/operative at the receiver station to 
control at least one controllable receiver station apparatus and including at least 
one of code and data to serve as eviderice of at least one of passing said at 
least one control signal to a controll^le device and of the functioning of said 
controlled at least one controUahe receiver station apparatus based on said at 
least one control signal; 

transferring said at Ifeast one control signal from said transmitter station 
to said transmitter; andy 

transmitting saia television programming and said at least one control 
signal from said transmitter station to said at least one receiver station. 



155. (New Claim) A media receiving apparatus for gathering at least 
one identifviiig signal from a plurality of identifying signals comprising: 
arv4nput port for receiving media signals; 
output port; 
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a Storage device; > 

a processor operatively connected to said input port, said output port/and 
said storage device, said processor programmed for: / 
receiving a media signal from said input port; / 
detecting a control signal from said media signal; / 
passing said control signal from said media signal, to said output 

port, said output port transferring said control sigpm to an external 

device; / 

generating said plurality of identifying signals that identify said 

control signal from the step of passing^id control signal; 

selecting said at least one idimtifying signal from said plurality of 

identifying signals from said st^ of generating said plurality of 

identifying signals; and / 

storing said at legist one identifying signal from said step of 

selecting at least on^aid identifying signal in said storage device. 

156. (New iclaim) The apparatus of claim 155, further comprising: 
a telephocrc interface operatively connected to said processor; 

said processor further programmed for: 

/ communicating said identifying signal from said storage device to 
An external data collection station with said telephone interface. 

157. (New Claim) The apparatus of claim 155, wherein said output port 
is connected to said external device. 
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158. (New Claim) The apparatus of claim 157, wherein said externaL 

Selected from a group consisting of: 
a heater, an air conditioner, a radio receiver, a laser disc player, a^ 
computer, a storage device, a tuner, and a printer. 




159. (New Claim) A method of delivering and gathering information on 
the use of a multiple use control signal in a communications i?fetwork, said 
network having a transmitter station and a receiver statior^, said transmitter 
station commimicating commands to a computer program stored at said receiver 
station and receiving information from said receiver^tation, said receiver station 
having an input device, a processor for executing^aid computer program and for 
receiving said commands from said transmitter station and for transmitting 
information to a remote station, and a commiter for using multiple use control , 
signals and said commands directed to said computer program, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

inputting a command at sai^ input device; 

receiving at said receivep^tation an indication of a multiple use control 
signal from said remote station; 

processing at said receiver station said indication of said multiple use 
control signal in accordance with said computer program; 

communicatmg a computer output to a computer peripheral and 
controlling a presentation of media programming in accordance with said 
multiple use ccmtrol signal; 

communicating from said receiver station to said transmitter station data 
that represents a record of the use of said media programming or said multiple 
use control signal. 
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160. (New Claim) The method of claim 159, further comprisu?fg the step 
of: / 

programming said receiver station to use said commands4o tune to, 
receive, locate, assemble, communicate, select or identify a multiple use control 
signal. / 

161. (Nev^ Claim) A method for gathering n?^ormation on the selection 
of one of a decryption key and a decryption code ^om a plurality of first 
decryption signals stored at a receiver station,^id receiver station having an 
input for receiving a selection signal from an external source, a processor for 
selecting said one of a decryption key ana a decryption code, and a storage 
device for storing said plurality of first decryption signals, said method 
comprising the steps of: / 

storing said plurality of ffrst decryption signals in said storage device; 

indexing said plurality of first decryption signals to provide an index of a 
second plurality of decryption signals; 

receiving a signal from an external source, said signal indicating a 
selection of said one/f a decryption key and a decryption code from one of said 
plurality of first decryption signals and said second plurality of decryption 
signals by loca^g said one of a decryption key and a decryption code with said 
index of saica plurality of first decryption signals; 

selecting said one of a decryption key and a decryption code from said 
second^ plurality of decryption signals based on said index of said plurality of 
first of decryption signals; 
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loading said one of a decryption key and a decryptionc^ 
decryption device; and 

storing informationJii^aid-'Sforage device that reflects the selection of said 
one of a d^ervpfion key and a decryption code. 

162. (New Olaim) The method of claim 161, wherein said plurality of first 
decryption signals inclmdes a plurality of codes. 

163. (New Claini^ The method of claim 162, wherein said second plurality 
of decryption signals includes one or more of said plurality of codes. 

164. (New Claim) The method of claim 161, wherein said plurality of first 
decryption signals includes a plurality of keys. 

165. (New Claim) Themefhod of claim 164, wherein each of said plurality 
of keys programs said receiver statior^with a pattem. 

166. (New Claim) The method of claim 165, wherein one of said plurality 

\ 

of keys programs said receiver station with a varying pattem. 

\ 

167. (New Claim) The method of claim 165, wherein one of said plurality 

\ 

of keys programs said receiver station with a pattem of composition. 



168. (New Claim) The method of claim 165, wherein one of said plurality 
of keys programs said receiver station with a location^of at least one of said second 
plurality of decryption signals. \ 
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169. (Nev^ Claim) The method of claim 165, wherein one of said plurality 
of keys programs said receiver station with a pattern of timing of the transmission 
of at least one of said second plurality of decryption signals. 

170. (New Claim) The method of claim 165, wherein said step of selecting 
comprises selecting code necessary for decryption in accordance with one of said 
plurality of keys. \ 

171. (New Claim) The method of claim 170, wherein said one of a 
decryption key and a decryptioh code includes said code necessary for decryption. 

172. (New Claim) The in^jrffod of claim 170, wherein said code necessary 
for decryption is stored in saki^orage device. 

173. (New Claim) The ij^tnod of claim 161, wherein said step of indexing 
comprises informing said receiver station of a fashion for identifying or locating a 
plurality of signals necessary for decryption. 

174. (New Claim) The method oAclaim 173, wherein each of said plurality 
of signals necessary for decryption provide^a different decryption code. 

175. (New Claim) The method of clau^ 173, wherein at least two of said 
plurality of signals necessary for decryption are used to decrypt different 
transmissions. 
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176. (New Claim) The method of claim 175, wherein said different 
transmissions are received from different sources. 

177. (New Claim) The method of claim 176, wherein one transmission 
signal contains said differW transmissions. 

178. (New Claim) Tne method of claim 177, wherein said one 
transmission signal includes a television signal and said different transmissions 
comprise different portions of said television signal. 



c 



A' 



179. (New Claim) The 
contairis at least one of said si 



u: 



d of claim 178, wherein said television signal 
ty of decryption signals. 



ona pi 



180. (New Claim) The m^rffod ol^claim 178, wherein a first portion of said 
one transmission signal contains said televi^on signal and said at least one of said 
second plurality of decryption signals is transmitted in a second portion of said one 
transmission signal which is separate from saic^first portion of said one 
transmission signal. 

181. (New Claim) A method of controlling a pluralijy^n: receiver 
station^ach of which includes a television receiver^.-a^'^ignal detector, a 
processor, and with each said receiver statjerfadapted to detect the presence of 
one or more control signals and^j:0^mmed to process downloadable code, 
said method comprising tj:i^teps of: 

receivmg aj.-arn'ansmitter station downloadable code which is effective to 
control a re^s^er station apparatus and a first code or datum to serve as 
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evidence of passing of said downloadable code, each of said plurality of receivi^r 
stations having a target processor to process data; 

transferring said downloadable code to a transmitter; 

receiving one or more control signals at said tran^nftter station, said one 
or more control signals operating to execute said dcfwnloadable code; 

receiving a second code or datum wjpdm operates to evidence a function 
performed by said downloadable cpd^and 

transferring said onej^fmore control signals to said transmitter, and 
transmitting an infopriation transmission comprising the downloadable code 
and said one ormore control signals and at least one of said first code or datum 
or said sedond code or datum. 

182. (New Claim) The rnethod of claim 181, wherein a television 
program is displayed at a receiverWation and said downloadable code programs 
said receiver station processor or computer to output video, audio, or text in the 
context of said television program or to process a viewer reaction to said 
television program or to select informarion^-tKat supplements said television 
program content. \ 

183. (New Claim) The method otdmm 181, wherein said information 
transmission is transmitted to two of smd plurVity of receiver stations at the 
same time and each of said two receiver stationsVespond to some part of said 
control signal or downloadable code at the same tme. 

184. (New Claim) The method of claim 181, wherein said information 
transmission is transmitted to two of said plurality of receiver stations at 




14 



^ Serial No. 08/452,395 
^Docket No. 05634.0065 

different times an\l each of said two receiver stations receive and respond to said 
control signal or sard downloadable code asynchronously. 

185. (New Claim) The method of claim 181, further comprising the steps 
of receiving said downloadable code at a receiver in the transmitter station, 
communicating said downloadable code from said receiver to a memory 
location, and storing said downloadable code at said memory location for a 
period of time prior to communicating said downloadable code to a transmitter. 

186. (New Claim) The mMhod of claim 181, wherein at least one 
receiver station is adapted to detect\he presence of said control signal or 
programmed to respond to said downloadable code on the basis of a pattern of 
signal composition, said method furthe\ comprising the step of composing at 
least some of said control signal or said downloadable code in said pattern. 

187. (New Claim) The methpu of claim 181, wherein at least one 
receiver station is adapted to detect the presence of said control signal or 
programmed to respond to said dowriloadaM^qd on the basis of the location 
of a signal in an information transmission, said method further comprising the 
step of causing at least some of said control signal oX downloadable code to be 
transmitted in said location. \ 

188. (New Claim) The method of claim 181, wherein at least one 
receiver station is adapted to detect the presence of said control signal or 
programmed to respond to said downloadable code on the bs^sis of a timing 
pattern of signal transmission, said method further comprisingNhe step of 
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causing at least some of said 
transmitted in accordance w. 




ignal or said downloadable code to be 
pattern. 



\ 189. (New Claim) A method of controlling a remote intermediatept^ss 
dium transmitter station to commimicate program material to a remote 
receiver station and controlling said remote receiver station to pro^ss a receiver 
specific response, said method of controlling comprising the st^s of: 

receiving a unit of mass medium programming to he transmitted by the 
remote intermediate mass medium transmitter station^mid delivering said imit of 
mass medium programming to a transmitter; 

receiving one or more instruct signals aj?fci a first code or datum at said 
remote intermediate mass medium transnnl!ter station, said one or more instruct 
signals operate at the remote receiver st^ion to control a receiver station 
apparatus and said first code or datum operate to serve as evidence of the 
passing of said one or more instrvKit signals to a controllable device or of the 
functioning of said controllable apparatus in response to said one or more 
instruct signals, and comrpunicating said one or more instruct signals and said 
first code or datum to a^id transmitter; 

receiving one/Dr more control signals at said remote intermediate mass 
medium transmitiJer station, said control signals control the communication of 
said xmit of programming, said one or more instruct signals, and said first code 
or datum berween said transmitter station and said receiver station; 

reviving a second code or datum which operates to identify said unit of 
mass medium programming; and 
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transmitting from said remote intermediate mass medium transmitter 
station an information transmission comprising said unit of mass medj 
programming, said one or more instruct signals and said fir^t<6de or datum. 

190. (New Claim) The methodj^fClaim 189, wherein said one or more 
control signals are effecth^^-atme remote transmission station to control one or 
more of a pluf^lit^ of selective transfer devices prior to said specific time. 



191. (New Claim) lJ\ejpftethod of claim 189, further comprising the step 
of embedding one of said^c5^e^r more control signals in said unit of mass 
medium programming befo^ ta*)msmitting said imit of mass medium 
)gramming to said remCJte transmitter station. 




19Z. (New Claim) The method of claim 189, wherein said ope or more 
"signals is effective at the remote transmitter station tCMsdmmunicate said 
unit of mass medium programming to a plurality of trapmiitters or to a 
transmitter a plurality of times. 



193. (New Claim) The method^f claim 189, wherein said one or more 
control signals include a schedj^e which identifies said unit of mass medium 
programming based on s^ia second code or datum, said method further 
comprising the sten^: 

transm^ing a schedule which operates at the remote transmitter station to 
commumclate said unit of medium programming to a transmitter at said specific 
time 
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194. (New Claim) A method of controlling a remote intermediate data 
transmitter station^ to communicate data to one or more receiver stations, with 
said remote transmitter station including a broadcast or cablecast transmitter for 
transmitting one or more signals which are effective at a receiver station to 
instruct a computer or processor, a plurality of selective transfer devices each 
operatively connected to said broadcast or cablecast transmitter, a data receiver 
for receiving information from an origination transmitter station, a control signal 
detector, and a controller or computer capable of controlling one or more of said 
selective transfer devices, and with said remote transmitter station adapted to 
detect the presence of one or moreVontrol signals, to control the communication 
of said one or more instruct signals irk response to said one or more control 
signals, and to deliver at said broadcapror cablecast transmitter said one or more 
instruct signals, said method coja^prising )he steps of: 

receiving at said origination trJmspMt^er station an instruct signal to be 
transmitted by the remote intermediate data transmitter station and delivering 
said instruct signal to an origination transmitted said instruct signal being 
effective at the receiver station to generate output\nformation content which is 
effective to control a receiver station apparatus and V) communicate a first code 
or datum to serve as evidence of the passing of said iii&truct signal to a . 
controllable device or of the functioning of said controllVble apparatus in 
response to said instruct signal, said first code or datum cftesignating signal 
content or output information content to be generated; 

receiving one or more control signals which at the remote intermediate 
data transmitter station operate to control the communication o^said instruct 
signal; and 



18 



•I Serial No. 08/452,395 
Docket No. 05634.0065 



transferring said one or more control signals to said origination 
transmitter before a specific time, s^ origination transmitter transmitting said 
instruct signal, said first code or d&ftif^, an^said one or more control signals. 



195. (New Claim) The method of claim 194, wherein said onp^dr more 
Control signals include a schedule which identifies said unitpf-fnass medium 
programming based on said second code or datunv^^aia method further 
comprising the step of: 

transmitting a second instrwCtsignal which operates at the remote 
intermediate data tr^iisrtutter station at said specific time to commimicate said 
instruct sigi:tarrto a transmitter. 

196. (New Claim) The method of claim 194, wherein said specific time is 
a scheduled time of transmitting, s^kl instruct signal or a program associated 
with said instruct signal froaff^aidv remote intermediate data transmitter station 
and said one or more control si^alki^ffective at the remote intermediate data 
transmitter station to control qnp^x rApre of said plurality of selective 
transmission devices at different times. 

197. (New Claim) A method for delivering at least one < 
ar^dcerf^uter programming to a subscriber and billing sjjd-^ubscriber for the 
use of said at least one control signal and said mjnjfuter programming in a 
communications network, said commujikr^ions network having at least one 
transmitter station and at leasj^efie receiver station, said at least one transmitter 
station being capablepfrommunicating prograrmning instructions, said at least 
one receiver station having an input device for inputting a command, at least one 
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processor for receiving said programming instructions and communicating said 
billing records, and a computer for using said at least one control signal and said 
computer programming, said method comprising the steps of: / 

transmitting from said at least one transmitter station to sAd at least one 
receiver station operating instructions associated v^ith at leasbone of said 
command and said at least one control signal, said operating instructions being 
effective to program said at least one receiver station to r^pond in a 
predetermined fashion to at least one of said command/and said at least one 
control signal; / 

inputting said command at said input device; 

inputting said at least one control signal firom said at least one transmitter 
station at said at least one receiver station; / 

comparing information designated by said command to information 
designated by said at least one control si^al; 

processing said computer programming and communicating computer 
output to a computer peripheral location in accordance with said operating 
instructions based on said step of/comparing; 

outputting said computer output at said computer peripheral location; 
and / 

communicating to a/remote station at least one datum of at least one of 
said command, said at lefast one control signal, said computer programming, and 
said computer output/to enable said remote station to bill said subscriber for the 
use of said at least one control signal or said computer programming. 

198. (New Claim) A method for tracking results of a comparison of 
control signals at a receiver station in a communications network, said network 
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having at least one transmitter station and at least one receiver station, said at / 
least one transmitter station transmitting a request for user input, said at least 
one receiver station having at least one processor, at least one storage device, and 
at least one input device adapted to receive user input, said method comprising 
the steps of: / 

receiving at said at least one input device at least one user input based on 
said request for user input; / 

storing said at least one user input at said at least one/storage device; 

receiving at said at least one receiver station at least one information 
transmission from said at least one transmitter station/^aid at least one 
information transmission including processor instructions; 

comparing information contained in said j'eceived at least one information 
transmission with said stored at least one user input; 

authorizing the processing at said a/least one receiver station of said 
processor instructions based on the resmt from said step of comparing; 

recording a result of said stepyof comparing at said at least one storage 
device. / 

199. (New Claim) TKe method of claim 198, wherein said step of 
authorizing the processingT)f said processor instructions employs an instruct to 
decrypt signal communicated as a result of said step of comparing. 

200. (NewClaim) A method of controlling at least one of a plurality of 
receiver stations/each of which includes a television receiver, a control signal 
detector, a prc/cessor, and with each said receiver station adapted to detect a 
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presence of at least one control signal and being programmed to process / / 
downloadable code, said method comprising the steps of: // 

(1) receiving said downloadable code which is effective at szMi at least 
one receiver station to control a receiver station apparatus and to commxmicate at 
least one of a code and a datum to serve as one of evidence of tha/passing of an 
instruct signal to a controllable device and the functioning of said controllable 
device in response to said instruct signal, and delivering saia downloadable code 
to a transmitter; / 

(2) receiving at least one control signal whicK operates at said at least 
one receiver station to execute said downloadable ccWe at said processor; and 

(3) causing said at least one control signal to be communicated to said 
transmitter at a specific time, thereby to transmit an information transmission 
comprising said downloadable code and sa^fcl at least one control signal. 

201. (New Claim) The metho/ of claim 200, wherein a television 
program is displayed at said at leas/one receiver station and said downloadable 
code programs said processor to Perform at least one of: (a) output at least one 
of video, audio, and text in the/context of said television program, (b) process a 
subscriber reaction to said television program, and (c) select information that 
supplements the content cff said television program. 

202. (New^laim) The method of claim 200, wherein said information 
transmission is transmitted to at least two of said plurality of receiver stations at 
the same time and each of said at least two receiver stations responds to at least 
one of said a/least one control signal and said downloadable code at the same 
time. / 
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203. (New Claim) The method of claim 200, wherejrusaitfinformation 
transmission is transmitted to at least two orgaid'^urality of receiver stations at 
different times and each of said atJea:§ftwo receiver stations receives and 
responds to at least orje-<rfsaid at least one control signal and said downloadable 
code asyn9J:tft5nously. 



204. (New Claim) 
signal incorporates 





e method of claim 200, wherein said at least one 
downloadable code. 



said 



(New Claim) The method of claim 200, further comprisinglhe steps 
^ceiving said downloadable code at a receiver in saidtrarCsmitter station, 
communicating said downloadable codefroirrSaid receiver to a memory 
location, and storing said dpwTtloadable code at said memory location for a 
period of timepricJrto communicating said downloadable code to said 
transmitter. 



206. (New Claim) The method of claim 200, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of receiver stations is acrapted to detect the presence of said at least one 
control signal and prograrnp;*^ toVespond to said downloadable code on the 
basis of a pattern of signal comiositipn, said method further comprising the step 
of composing at least one of said at le^st one control signal and said 
downloadable code in said pattem. 



207. (New Claim) The method of cdaim 200, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of receiver stations is adapted to detect the presence of said at least one 
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control signal anci programmed to respond to said downloadable code on the 
basis of the locatiorrof a signal in said information transmission, said method 
further comprising thesstep of causing at least one of said at least one control 
signal and said downloadable code to be transmitted in said location. 

208. (New Claim) Thei mejh(53 of claim 200, wherein at least one of said 
plurality of receiver station^^a^apted to detect the presence of said at least one 
control signal and programmed tdVespond to said downloadable code on the 
basis of a timing pattern of signaLfransmission, said method further comprising 
the step of causing at least one of said at least one control signal and said 
downloadable code to be transmitted in accordance with said timing pattern. 




209. (New Claim) The method of clailm 200, wherein at least one of said 
downloadable code and identification data in reject of said downloadable code 
is embedded in one of a television signal and a sigijal containing a television 
program. 

10. (New Claim) A method of processing signals at a r^em^er station, 
"eceiver station having a computer to deliver at a tejet^ion monitor one of a 
combined and a sequential presentation of televi^km programming and a user 
specific output, said method comprisin§^;th:^teps of: 
storing user data of intere^ 
receiving televisior^pfogramming from a television programming source 
and displaying saic^television programming at said television monitor; 

receiviitg an information transmission including at least one instruct 
signaLvmich is effective to control at least one controllable device at said receiver 
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station, and receiving at least one of a code and a datum to serve as evidence oy 
at least one of the passing of said at least one instruct signal to said at least one 
controllable device, and the functioning of said at least one controllable device in 
response to said at least one instruct signal; / 

detecting said at least one instruct signal in said information/transmission; 

controlling said computer based on said detected at least/one instruct 
signal, said step of controlling comprising: / 

(1) selecting a portion of said stored usgr data of interest; 

(2) commimicating said selected pcmion of said stored user data 
of interest to said television monitor; and subsequently 

(3) ceasing to communicate s^d selected portion of said stored 
user data of interest to said television moruror; 

delivering said one of a combine^ and a sequential presentation of said 
television programming and said selected portion of said stored user data of 
interest at said television monito;r in the period of time between said step of 
communicating said selected rfortion to said television monitor and said step of 
ceasing to communicate said selected portion to said television monitor; and 
performing at le^t one of: 

(1) goring said at least one of a code and a datum at said 
receiver st^ion; and 

0 commimicating said at least one of a code and a datum from 
said^ceiver station to at least one remote data collection station. 

thod of claim 210, further comprising the step 
^est in response to said detected at least one 




211. (New Claim) 
of generating said user data of 
instruct signal. 
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212\ (New Claim) The method of claim 210, further comprising any one 
of the steps 

programming said receiver station to process subscriber data of interest 
and to respond to\at least one instruct signal associated with said television 
programming; 

receiving a corrknand embedded in or associated with a signal that 
contains said television Rrogramming; 

storing a locally input command that designates one of: 

(1) a television progjam to be at least one of displayed and 

recorded; 

(2) a fashion in which to present at least one of said television 
programming and corp,9lJter output; and 

(3) a time in which^o display said at least one of said television 
programming and computer output; 

controlling said computer to process a subscriber reaction to at least one of 

said television programming and an image displayed at said television monitor, 

\ 

said step of controlling comprising the steps^of: 

\ 

(1) assembling a record that^includes data in addition to said 

'\ 

subscriber reaction; and \ 

\ 

(2) transmitting said record to a^emote data collection station; 

'J 

controlling said computer to process said subscriber reaction to at least 

\ 

one of said television programming and said image displayed at said television 
monitor, said step of controlling comprising the steps of: 
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{l\ detecting a datum that identifies at least one of said 
television programming and said image displayed at said television 
monitor; anoV 

(2) transmitting said datum to said remote data collection 
station; \ 

controlling said computer to process said subscriber reaction to at least 
one of said television programming and said image displayed at said television 
monitor, said step of controlling comprising the steps of: 

(1) storing a da\um that identifies at least one of said television 
programming and said imaVe displayed at said television monitor; and 

(2) passing ^iat^egarding at least one of the availability, use 
and usage of at least one oflsaidvtelevision programming and said image 
to said computer that conj^ols at least one of the selection and 
communication of program materials for display at said receiver station; - 
and \ 

controlling said computer to process said subscriber reaction to at least 
one of said television programming and said irrmge displayed at said television 
monitor, said step of controlling comprising the stfeps of: 

(1) controlling at least one of a receiver to receive and a storage 
location to communicate a unit of programming, associated with at least 
one of said television programming and said imaVe in response to said 
subscriber reaction; and \ 

(2) outputting said commimicated unit of programming at an 
output device of said receiver station. 
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213. (New Claim) A method of controlling at least one of a pluralitybf 
receijter stations each of which includes a mass medium program receiver^ a 
signal detector, at least one computer or processor, and with each said receiver 
station adapted to detect the presence of at least one control signal and to input a 
subscriber reaction to an offer commimicated in a mass mediurn/program, said 
method comprising the steps of: / 

(1) receiving at least one instruct signal at a tracemitter station and 
delivering said instruct signal to a transmitter, said instruct signal being effective 
at at least one of said plurality of receiver stations te) control at least one 
controllable device and to assemble a record confining at least one of a code and 
a datum to serve as evidence of at least one of: (a) the passing of said at least one 
instruct signal to said at least one controllm)le device, and (b) the functioning of 
said at least one controllable device in/response to said at least one instruct 
signal; / 

(2) receiving said at least one of a code and a datum at said transmitter 
station, said at least one of a /ode and a datum designating at least one of said 
instruct signal and said supscriber reaction; 

(3) receiving raid at least one control signal at said transmitter station, 
said at least one control signal operating at said at least one of said plurality of 
receiver stations to/execute said at least one instruct signal based on said 
subscriber reaction; 

(4) iransferring at least one of said at least one of a code and a datum 
and said at/ieast one control signal to said transmitter at a specific time; and 

(5) transmitting said at least one instruct signal, said at least one of a 
code /nd a datum, and said at least one control signal. 
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214. (New Claim) The method of claim 213, wherein said at le/st one 
control signal is effective to output a subscriber order for a product or service 
designated by said offer, said method further comprising the steps^f 
commxmicating to saiid transmitter and transmitting information which is 
effective at said receiver station to select or assemble specific/information to 
communicate to a remote data collection site. / 

215. (New Claim) The method of claim 213/further comprising the steps 
of receiving at least one of said at least one control signal and said at least one of 
a code and a datum at said receiver in said trai?^smitter station, communicating 
said received at least one control signal or s^d at least one of a code and a datum 
from said receiver to a memory location^and storing said received at least one 
control signal or said at least one of a /ode and a datum at said memory location 
for a period of time prior to communicating said received at least one control 
signal or said at least one of a code and a datum to said transmitter. 

216. (New Claim) A method of processing signals at a receiver station 
having a computer, a prc/grammable controller, and an output device, said 
computer being programmed to store one or more user data and present output 
based on said storeja one or more user data, said controller being programmed to 
control said recewer station in response to instructions from a remote supplier, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) / receiving an information transmission containing dovmloadable 
code; / 

(b) detecting said downloadable code; 
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(c) passing some of said downloadable code to a selected first ^^-'^ 
apparatus; ^^-^ 

(d) controlling said programmable controllepb^ed on said 
downloadable code; 

(e) controlling said compijtefDased on said downloadable code; and 

(f) storing inforpasffion evidencing a function performed by or initiated 
by said selected fii>t^paratus in consequence of downloadable code having 
been passeji^^^o said selected first apparatus. 

217. (New Claim)\A method of controlling a remote television 
transmitter station to communicate television program material to one or more 
receiver stations, with said rernote television transmitter station including a 
broadcast or cablecast transmitted: for transmitting television programming, a 
plurality of selective transfer devices each operatively connected to said 
broadcast or cablecast transmitter foncommunicating said television 
programming, a television receiverforfeceiving said television programming 
from at least one origination transmitter st^ation, a control signal detector, and a 
controller or computer capable of controUrnt one or more of said selective 
transfer devices, and with said remote transnmter station adapted to detect the 
presence of one or more control signals, to control the communication of said 
television programming in response to said one oXmore control signals, and to 
deliver at its broadcast or cablecast transmitter said\elevision programming, said 
method comprising the steps of: \ 

(1) receiving said television programming at said at least one 
origination transmitter station and delivering said televisiW programming to at 
least one origination transmitter, said television programmii^g having an 
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associated instruct signal which is effective at said one or more receiver stations 
to control a receiver Station apparatus and having a code or datum to serve as 
evidence of the passing of said instruct signal to a controllable device or of a 
functioning of said contiiollable apparatus in response to said instruct signal; 

(2) receiving said one or more control signals which at the remote 
intermediate television trarmnitter station operate to control the communication 
of a specific one or more of sa\d plurality of units of television programming; and 

(3) transmitting said 6ne or more control signals to said at least one 
origination transmitter befdrela specific time. 



218. (New Claim) The methon of claim 217, wherein said one or more 
control signals comprise a code or datum which operates at the remote 
intermediate television transmitter statioAto identify said specific television 
programming, said method further comprising the step of: 

transmitting a schedule which operates, at the remote intermediate 
television transmitter station to communicate said specific television 
programming to a transmitter at said specific time. 



219. (New Claim) The method of claim 217, wherein said specificJjKfe is 
scheduled time of transmitting said television programming at s^id^remote 
intermediate television transmitter station or said one or ipcKJfe control signals are 
effective at the remote intermediate television tr^ft^itter station to control one 
or more of said plurality of selective tr^Ft^ission devices at different times. 



220. (New Qafin) A method of processing signals at a receiver station to 
deliver an ojj^l^ut to supplement mass medium programming, said receiver 
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Station having a processor, a storage device, and one or more output devices/ 
with at least one of said one or more output devices adapted to output mass 
medium programming, said method comprising the steps of: / 

(1) receiving mass medium programming at said receivei^tation from 
a mass medium programming source and outputting the mass n?tedium 
programming at an output device, said output device adapte^i to output mass 
medium programming; / 

(2) receiving a broadcast or cablecast informa^on transmission at said 
receiver station, said information transmission including one or more instruct 
signals to direct output to supplement said mass ntedium programming; 

(3) detecting a instruct signal in said information transmission and 
passing said detected instruct signal to a processor; and 

(4) controlling said processor h/sed on said detected instruct signal, 
said step of controlling comprising: / 

(a) receiving a instmct signal which is effective to control a 
receiver station apparatus-/a code or datum to serve as evidence of the 
passing of said instruct ^gnal to a controllable device or of the functioning 
of said controllable apparatus in response to said instruct signal, and 
output to supplernent said mass medium programming on the basis of 
stored user datar^f interest; 

(b) /outputting said supplemental output at an output device on 
the basis or said received instruct signal. 

221. / (New Claim) The method of claim 220, wherein said selected 
specific output is video, audio, text, or electronic data, said method further 
comprising one selected from the group consisting of: 
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(1) actuating a video, audio, or print output device, as appropriate, i(b 
output said selected specific output; / 

(2) decrypting at least a portion of said selected specific output/ and 

(3) controlling a selective transmission device to communic^e said 
selected specific output to said selected specific output device. / 

222. (New Claim) A method of controlling one or more of a plurality of 
receiver stations each of which includes a television receiver, a signal detector, at 
least one computer or processor, and with each said receiver station adapted to 
detect the presence of one or more control signals ancLto input a viewer reaction 
to a specific offer communicated in a television program, said method 
comprising the steps of: / 

(1) receiving a first code or daturxyat a transmitter station, said code or 
datum designates a product or service off^ed in a television program or a 
viewer reaction to an offer communicajied in a television program; 

(2) receiving an instruct signal and a second code or datum at said 
transmitter station, said instruct signal at the one or more receiver stations 
operates to control a receiver station apparatus and said second code or datum to 
serve as evidence of the pas^g of said instruct signal to a controllable device or 
of the functioning of said (ZfontroUable apparatus in response to said instruct 
signal; / 

(3) transferring at least one of said first code or datum and said 
instruct signal to a/transmitter at said transmitter station at a specific time; and 

(4) transmitting said instruct signal and at least one of (i) said first code 
or datum and/(ii) said second code or datum from said transmitter station. 
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223. (New Claim) The method of claim 222, wherein a television 
program is displayed at sadd one or more receiver stations and said instruct 
signal directs the oxi^tit of Video, audio, or text to supplement said television 
program or said television program prompts a subscriber to react, said method 
further comprising tfja^ps qf communicating to said transmitter and 
transmitting a second instruct adgnal which is effective at said one or more 
receiver stations to process a subscriber reaction. 



224. (New Claim) The method of claim 222, wherein a telejoskJfi 
ogram is displayed at said one or more receiver statipR5*^d a first instruct 
signal directs said one or more receiver staji^rtgra process a subscriber reaction 
to said television program, said-rrtemod further comprising the steps of 
communicating ta^sala transmitter and transmitting a second instruct signal 
which is^ffective at a receiver station to locate, identify, or determine the 
presence of said subscriber reaction. 



225. (New Claim) The method of claim 222, wherein said instruct signal 
is effective to output a subscriber order for said designated product or service, 
said method further comprising me steps of communicating to said transmitter 
and transmitting a second instmcr^ignal which is effective at the receiver station 
to select or assemble specific Y^formJ^^tion to commimicate to a remote data 
collection site. 



226. (New Claim) The method oKclaim 222, further comprising the steps 
of receiving said instruct signal or said firstVode or datum at a receiver in the 
transmitter station, communicating said received instruct signal or said received 
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first code 6rMatum from said receiver to a memory location, and storing said 
received instruct signal or said received first code or datum at said memory 
location for a period of time prior to communicating said received instruct signal 
or said received fiist code or datum to a transmitter. 

227. (New Claim) The method of claim 222, wherein at least one 
receiver station is adapted to detect the presence of said instruct signal or said 
first or second code or datvmn on the basis of a varying pattern of signal 
composition, said method further comprising the step of composing at least 
some of said instruct signal or^aid first or second code or datum to be 
transmitted in said varying pattWi. 

228. (New Claim) The method of claim 222, wherein at least one 
receiver station is adapted to detect,.H<^ presence of said instruct signal or said 
first or second code or datum dn tne basis of a varying location of a signal in an 
information transmission, said memod ftirther comprising the step of causing at 
least some of said instruct signafor said first or second code or datum to be 
transmitted in said varying location. \ 

229. (New Claim) A method of proces^ng signals to control a mass 
medium programming presentation comprising me steps of: 

receiving a programming signal containing mass medium programming 
and communicating said programming signal to a stVage device; 

receiving at least a first downloadable instructi(Vi which is effective at a 
user station to control a processor and a first code or datum to serve as evidence 
of the passing of said at least a first downloadable instruction to said processor 
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or of the functioning of said processor in response to said at least a first 
downloadable instmction; 

commvinicatiiTg said at least a first downloadable instruction and said first 
code or datum to said ^rage device; and 

storing said at leas\ a first downloadable instruction and said first code or 
datum at said storage devioe in association with said mass medium 
programming. \ 

230. (New Claim) The mfethod of claim 229, wherein said mass medium 
programming comprises video, auaio, or text, said method further comprising 
one of the steps of: \ 

embedding said atieast a first downloadable instruction in a television or 
radio signal; \ \ 

embedding a second'^ode or datum m said mass medium programming 
that enables a processor or computer to receiv^or output information to 
supplement said mass medium programming inyaccordance with said at least a 
first downloadable instruction; \ 

commimicating a program unit identificatiorv\code to said storage device 
and storing said program imit identification code at aVtorage location associated 
with said mass medium programming; \ 

communicating to and storing at said storage devicle said second code or 
datum to be processed at a user station to evidence an availability, use, or usage 
of said mass medium programming; \ 

storing at said storage device a second instruct signal which is effective at 
a user station to select said mass medium programming. \ 
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231. (New Claim) The method of claim 229, further comprising the step 
-g some information at said storage device to evidence an availability, 
use, or usage of said at least a first downloadable instruction, said evideiice 
information designating or identifying one or more of: / 



(1) 


a mass medium program; / 


(2) 


a proper use of programming; / 


(3) 


a transmission station; / 






(5) 


a network; / 


(6) 


a broadcast station; / 


(7) 


a channel on a cable system; / 


(8) 


a time of transmission; / 


(9) 


an instruct signal; / 


(10) 


a source or supplier of^^ data; 


(11) 


a publication, article, publisher, distributor, or an 



advertisement; and / 

(12) an indication pi copyright. 

232. (New Claim) TOe method of claim 229, said method further 
comprising the steps of: / 
selecting one of: / 

(1) a/uatum that identifies a unit of computer software in said 
programming signal; 

(2) / a datum that specifies some of a way to instruct receiver end 
equiprnent what specific progranuning to select to play or record other 
than>mat immediately at hand, how to load it on player or recorder 
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equipment, when and how to play it or record it other than immedi^ely, 
how to modify it, what equipment or channel or channels to transmit it 
on, when to transmit it, and how and where to file it or refile ir or dispose 
of it; / 

(3) a datum that designates an addressed apparatus; 

(4) a datum that specifies where, when, or hem to locate a 
signal; / 

(5) a datum that informs a processor of /fashion for identifying 
and processing a signal; / 

(6) a datum that is part of a decryption code; 

(7) a comparison datum that designates a communication 
schedule; and / 

embedding said selected one in said pr(Dgramming signal. 

233. (New Claim) The method of claim 229, further comprising the steps 
of: / 

selecting a second downloadm^le instruction, said second downloadable 
instruction being one of: / 

(1) a switch control instruction; 

(2) a timing control instruction; 

(3) a loc/ting control signal; 

(4) an/mstruct-to-contact signal that designates a remote 
receiver station; 

(5) / an instruct-to-transfer signal that designates a imit of 
broadcast or cablecast programming; 
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(6) an instruct-to-delay signal that designates a v(nit of broadcast 
or cablecast programnning; / 

(7) an instruct-to-decrypt or instruct-to-interrupt signal that 
designates a unit of programming and a way to deCTypt or interrupt; 

(8) an instruct-to-enable or instruct-to-aisable signal that 
designates an apparatus; / 

(9) an instruct-to-record signal thaVdesignates a broadcast or 
cablecast program; / 

presentation; / 

(11) an instruction signal tha/governs a broadcast or cablecast 
receiver station environment; / 

(12) an instruct-to-powe/on signal that designates a receiver; 

(13) an instruct-to-tun^ signal that designates a receiver or a 
frequency; / 

(14) an instruct-to-/oordinate signal that designates two 
apparatus; / 

(15) an instructyto-compare signal that designates a news 
transmission or a commiter input; 

(16) an identifier signal that causes a computer to instruct a 
plurality of tuners Mch to time to a broadcast or cablecast transmission; 

(17) an instruct-to-coordinate signal that designates two units of 
multimedia information and one of: (1) an output time and (2) an output 
place; / 

(18) / an instruct-to-generate signal that designates an output 
datum; / 
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(19) an instruct-to-transmit signal that designates a computer j/^ 
output; X 

(20) an instruct-to-overlay signal that designates a tel^ision 

image; 

(21) an instruct-that-if signal that designate a function to 
perform if a predetermined condition exists,\/ 

(22) an instruct-to-enable-and?deliver signal that designates 
information that supplements a trfevision program; 

(23) an instruct-to^transmit signal that designates a computer 
peripheral storage deyfce; 

(24) a aade signal that designates a datum to remove or embed; 
and y/^ 

y(25) a signal addressed to a receiver station apparatus; and 
embedding said selected second downloadable instruction in said 
npdgramming signal. 

234. (New Claim) A memod of controlling a remote transmitter station 
to deliver a receiver specific outpvit at a receiver station and controlling said 
receiver station to communicate one\cn:^ore receiver specific data to a remote 
data collection station, with saidj?^eiVer station being remote from said remote 
transmitter station and said remote data collection station being remote from 
said receiver station, said method cornpf*d^ the steps of: 

(1) receiving at the remote transmitter station one or more instruct 
signals which operate at the receiver station ro control a receiver station 
apparatus and a first code or datum to serve asSevidence of the passing of said 
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one or more instruct signals to a controllable device or of the functioning of said 
controllable apparatus in response to said one or more instruct signals; 

(2) receiving a cis^ntrol signal which operates at the remote transmitter 
station to control the commikiication of at least one of said one or more instruct 
signals and communicating sai^ control signal to said remote transmitter station; 

(3) receiving a secondVode or datum designating a specific one of said 
one or more instruct signals to be ^^ar)smitted by the remote transmitter station, 
and said transmitter station trap:^el:iing said designated specific instruct signal 
to a transmitter; and 

(4) transmitting from said rerAote transmitter station an information 
transmission comprising one or more designated instruct signals, said one or 
more instruct signals being transmitted at one or more specific times or on one or 
more specific channels in accordance with sard control signal. 



235. (New Claim) A method of processing signals at a receiver station, 
aid method comprisingythe steps of: 

receiving an infornration transmission at a receiver station, said 
information transmission containing television programming and a plurality of 
embedded signals; 

detecting and identifying ^ least one of said plurality of embedded 
signals in said information transmission; 

selecting a controllable receivenstation apparatus based on information 
within said at least one identified embedded signal; 

passing said at least one identified embedded signal to or within at least 
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controlling said controllable receiver station apparatus based on 
instructions within said at least one identified embedded signal; and 
storing information evidencing said step of controlling. 



236. (New Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein said step of storing 
comprises storing some information that evidences a function performed by or 
initiated by said receiver station apparatus in consequence of said at least one 
identified embedded signal having been passed to said receiver station 
apparatus. 




237. (New Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein said stgred 
ion evidences one from the group consisting of: 

(a) an output at said receiver station; 

(b) a result of processing performed by said rg^eiver station apparatus; 

(c) an identification of some programmin^processed by said receiver 
station apparatus; 

(d) a time or date of some functipfi performed by said receiver station 
apparatus; 

(e) an input received by/^aid receiver station apparatus; 

(f) a source of inpuJt4o said receiver station apparatus; 

(g) a device controlled by said receiver station apparatus; 

(h) a step of/decrypting or descrambling information or otherwise 
enabling a present^ion or a key or algorithm used; 

(i) ^output device of said receiver station; and 
(j) / a time or date of an output at said receiver station. 
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238. (New Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein said at least one 
identified embedded signal instructs the receiver station to execute a conditional 
operation of a command signal, said method further comprising the steps of: 

determining on the basis of stored information that said command signal 
is present; and 

executing said conditional operation. 

^39. (New Claim) The method of claim 238, further comprising the ^eps 

storing information evidencing a passing of a second of said^ least one 
identified embedded signal to a processor; and y/^ 

storing information evidencing a function performed by or initiated by a 
first of said at least one identified embedded signal in response to said second of 
said at least one identified embedded signal. X 

240. (New Claim) The method of^aaim 235, wherein said at least one 
identified embedded signal instructs the receiver station to perform a function in 
response to a command signal, saia function selected from the group consisting 
of: / 

(a) controlling a/luner to tune to a selected programming, data, or 
command signal transmission; 

(b) controlling a switch or transmission device to communicate 
programming, data, or a command signal from a selected input source to a 
selected output source; 
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(c) controlling a decryptor, descrambler, or enabling device to-d^crypt, 
descramble, or enable selected information or to decrypt, desji^arfiible, or enable 
information in consequence of a selected comman^.«i^al; 

(d) controlling an output devjge-TOprepare to output selected 
programming or data; and 

(e) coritju^ffing a processor, controller, or computer to respond to one 
or more^el^ted command signals or instructions or to process one or more 

l^ted data. 




241. (New Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein the receiver station 
identifies a pluralityVf embedded signals each of which designates the 
availability of at least cme unit of data, programming, or command signals, said 
method further comprising the steps of: 

passing each identifieci embedded signal to a receiver station apparatus 
that selects data, programming oif command signals of interest to a viewer, 
listener, or user; 

controlling said last named ap^ratus to select one or more units of data, 
programming, or command signals in response to at least a first identified 
embedded signal; and 

storing some information that evidence^he selection of a particular unit 
of data, programming, or command signals or of Vparticular carrier 
transmission, with said particular unit or particular eerier transmission being 
dected in consequence of an identified embedded signal 



Step of: 



Ia5n)The method of claim 241, including the additional 
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Storing in consequence of each identified embedded signal, information/ 
that evidences the availability of some data or programming at said receive 
station or the receiving of a particular information transmission. 



243. (New Claim) The method of claim 242, wherein said/stored 
information evidences one from the group consisting of: 

(a) an origin of a transmission; 

(b) a subject matter of some information contak^ed in a transmission; 

(c) an identification of some programming ^ntained in a 
transmission; 

(d) a time or date that a transmission transmission is transmitted or 
received; 

(e) a supplier or owner of som^rogramming contained in a 
transmission; 

(f) a step of processing (^controlling performed at a transmission 
station that communicates signais to said receiver station; 

(g) some programjning that is not processed by or outputted at said 
receiver station; 

(h) an input/deceived by said receiver station; and 

(i) a source of input to or at said receiver station. 



244. iNew Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein the receiver station 
stores somef" information that evidences a second passing of said at least one 
identifiea embedded signal. 
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245. (New Oaim) The method of claim 244, wherein a storage device 
tores data, programming or one or more control signals and the evidence of 
said second passing is selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) two or more sourc^^of an embedded signal, with one of said 
sources designating a storage devic^and 

(b) two or more different timbs designating an embedded signal, with 
one of said times designating time shifting. 




46. (New Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein a viewer, listener,^ 
inputs a command signal or wherein said step of storing includes stc 
some information that evidences a function performed by or initiated by^ user at 
said station, with said step of storing being in consequence of said ^^st identified 
embedded signal having been passed to the first selected app^atus. 



247. (New Claim) The method of claim 246^^herein the user-function 
information is selected from the group consisting^f : 

(a) a purchase made by a viewer, listener, or user ; 

(b) the identity of a viewer, listener, or user or the presence of someone 
at said receiver station; 

(c) a reaction of a vi^er, listener, or user to a programming 
presentation ; 

(d) programip?(ing presented to a viewer, listener, or user or at said 
station in responsa^ an input; and 

(e) ckicrypting or descrambling or otherwise enabling of a presentation 
authorized a viewer, listener, or user or occurring in response to an input at 
said station. 
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248. (New Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein said receiv^ 
station includes a processor, controller, or computer for processing, stOTing, and 
communicating signal information, wherein: / 

said step of detecting and identifying comprises the stepS/of : 
detecting digital information in the information transmission; and 
identifying a signal in the digital information; / 
said step of passing comprises at least one of the/Steps of: 
passing information in the signal; and / 
passing one or more preprogrammed data/m response to the signal 
information; / 

said step of controlling is selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) causing the selected/irst apparatus to respond to passed 
information; and / 

(b) causing the selected first apparatus to respond to the passed 
data; and / 

said step of storing comprises the steps of: 
selecting some infomiation in the signal; and 
storing the seledfed information. 

249. (Ne;^v Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein said receiver 
station communicates evidence information to a remote data collection station, 
said remote/station being a billing or auditing station or a station that collects 
information communicated in a signal transmission, said method further 
including a step selected from the group consisting of: 
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(a) discarding some evidence information detected in a sign^fl 
transmission at a time when said receiver station is not communicaimg evidence 
information to said remote station; / 

(b) selecting one or a plurality of remote stations to communicate 
information to; / 

(c) irutiating communication with a remote sta/ion; and 

(d) causing a remote station to process billing or monitoring 
information detected at said receiver station. / 

250. (New Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein a processor, 
controller, or computer assembles the evidence information into a signal record, 
said method further selected from the group consisting of: 

(a) discarding some stored elvidence information; 

(b) modifying a time datim in a signal record in response to evidence 
information; / 

(c) initiating a signsa record in response to evidence information; 

(d) selecting a stOTed datum of evidence in response to information 
detected in a signal traiwnission, said stored datum having been 
preprogrammed or stored at said receiver station before said detected 
information is received; 

(e) selecting an evidence datum to store in a signal record; and 

(f) /ommunicating evidence information to an remote station based on 
a precondition or communicating evidence information to a memory location 
that storeys signal records. 
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251. (New Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein a processor 
controller, or computer assembles the evidence information into a sign^ record 
or communicates evidence information to a remote station and said/at least one 
identified embedded signal includes a record assembly or comn?mnication 
instruction, said method further comprising the steps of: / 

passing said record assembly or communication irmruction to said 
processor, controller, or computer. / 

252. (New Claim) The method of claim 2d1, wherein said last named 
processor, controller, or computer is said selej^ed receiver station apparatus and 
the passing of the said at least one identified embedded signal is evident in the 
assembled or communicated evidenceinformation. 

253. (New Claim) The i^thod of claim 235, wherein a plurality of 
receiver station apparatus commimicate evidence information to a processor, 
controller, or computer that assembles evidence information into a signal record, 
said method further comprising the steps of: 

(a) buf ferij?^g evidence information communicated from said plurality 
of apparatus; / 

(b) identifying specific ones of said plurality of apparatus as sources of 
specific data^ of said communicated evidence information; 

(cV causing one or more of said receiver station apparatus to 
comrnonicate evidence information in response to a control signal or to an 
eni)z4dded signal; 
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(d) outputting a control signal to a controlled device and evidence 
information to the processor, controller or computer in response to^saM^at least 
one identified embedded signal ; and 

(e) controlling one or morgj^f-sSid receiver station apparatus as to a 
fashion of receiving, detecting^ or identifying embedded signals or evidence 
informatic 



254. (New Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein said receiver 
station further comprises a data collection device for collecting stored evidence 
information, said method further comprising the step of: 

causing a processor, controller, or computer to pass stored evidence 
information to said data collection device in response to said at least one 
ientified embedded signal 




(New Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein said rec^^er 
Eion comprises a memory location for storing some informatiop^f 
programming availability and said selected receiver station ^^paratus comprises 
a processor, controller, or computer for selecting programing to receive, store, 
process, or present to a viewer, listener, or viewer^herein: 

said step of detecting and identifying hmher comprises the steps of: 

(1) detecting a signal c^maining information of programming 
availability; 

(2) identifyii>g^ the information of programming availability; 
said step of passmg hirther comprises the step of: 
passing the iiuormation of programming availability to the processor, 

controller, or cemiputer; and 
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said Step of controlling further comprises the step of: 
causing the processor, controller, or computer to select some available/^ 
programming. X 

256. (New Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein s^ia receiver 
station comprises an output device capable of outputtinejfeo a viewer, listener, or 
user or to a remote station information inputted fropa^n information source and 
said selected receiver station apparatus comprises a processor, controller, or 
computer associated with an input devicp^wherein: 

said step of detecting and idejmfying comprises the step of detecting and 
identifying an instruct-to-output^ignal; 

said step of passinex!omprises the step of passing said instruct-to-output 
signal to the processo^ontroller, or computer; 

said steD^efr controlling comprises the step of causing the processor, 
controller, or computer to output information stored in the processor, controller, 
or comjniter's memory to said output device in response to the instruct-to-output 
signal. 

257. (New Claim) The method of claim 235, wherein said selected 
receiver station apparatus includes a computer wherein: 

said step of detecting and identifying comprises the step of detecting and 
identifying an instruct-to-generate signal; 

said step of passing comprises the step of passing said instruct-to-generate 
signal to said computer; and 
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said step of controlling comprises the step of causing the computer to 
process information stored in the computer's memory in response to the instruct- 
to-generate signal and thereby generate one or more receiver specific data. 



258. (New Claim) A receiver station comprising: 

means (a) for receiving an information transmission containing television 
programming; 

means (b) for detecting ^d identifying at least one of a plurality of 
embedded signals in said infomta^n transmission; 

means (c) for selecung aprstj^paratus based on information within said 
at least one of said plurality of^mbedoed signals; 

means ( d) for passing a first idenfified embedded signal to or within at 
least one reprogrammable device at said reoeiver station; 

means ( e) for controlling said selected tirst apparatus based on 
instructions within said first identified embedd^ signal; and 

means ( f) for storing information evidencin^said controlling. 

159, (New Claim) The receiver station of claim 258^;^vf\erein: 
sa^ means (a) comprises receiver circuitry^icrfreceiving at least some 
5ortion of television, radio, or other capi^rtransmission signal; 

said means (b) compris^8^e or more detectors operatively connected to 
said means (a); 

said meayt^^c) comprises one or more buffers, switches, busses, or 
processoj:8:^peratively connected to said means (b) and a plurality of controllable 
receiver station apparatus; 
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said means (d) comprises one or more processors, or computer operati^ely 
connected to said means (c) and at least one controllable receiver station / 
apparatus; and / 

said means (e) comprises one or more register memories or Random access 
memories operatively connected to said means (d). / 

260. (New Claim) The receiver station of claim 258, further comprising: 

means for communicating evidence informatics from a plurality of 
evidence information detectors, processors, or stooge locations to a device that 
assembles evidence information in signal recoms or communicates evidence 
information to a remote station; / 

means for buffering evidence information communicated from said 
evidence information detectors, proce^ors, or storage locations; 

means for assembling signal/records on the basis of evidence information 
commimicated from one or more evidence information detectors, processors, or 
storage locations; / 

means for modifyii?<g a method of assembling or communicating evidence 
information in response to a command; 

means for comacting a remote station to communicate stored evidence 
information; and / 

means idx communicating evidence information to a remote station. 

261< (New Claim) The receiver station apparatus of claims 258, 259 or 
260, fiMher comprising: 
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a plurality of processors each capable of (1) passing identified embedded 
signals to and (2) controlling at least one receiver station apparatus and (3/ 
communicating evidence information; and / 

a processor capable of receiving evidence information from said plurality 
of decoders and assembling signal records on the basis of said received evidence 
information or communicating said received evidence information to a remote 
station. / 

262. (New Claim) The receiver station apparatus of any one of claims 
258, 259 or 260, further comprising: / 

means for communicating identified embedaed signals selectively from 
one of a plurality of inputs or to one of a plurality of outputs; 

means for commvinicating television or radio programming selectively to 
one of a plurality of evidence informatioryaetectors, processors, or storage 
locations; / 

a matrix switch for communicating television, radio, or text programming 
information or control signals; ancf 

a processor, controller, or computer for controlling selective 
commxmication of televisiory radio, or text programming information or control 
signals. / 

263. (New Claim) A method of controlling at least one of a plurality of 
receiver stations Mch of which includes a broadcast or cablecast television 
receiver, at leas/ one output device, a control signal detector, at least one 
processor capable of processing a downloadable executable processor 
instruction/and with each said television receiver station adapted to detect the 
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presence of one or more control signals, to generate a receiver specific sigri^l 
based on said downloadable executable processor instruction, and to control a 
device, said method comprising the steps of: / 

receiving at a broadcast or cablecast transmitter station saia downloadable 
executable processor ir\struction which is effective at said at least one of said 
plurality of receiver stations to control said device and a code or datum to serve 
as evidence of the passing of said downloadable executable processor instruction 
to said device or of the functioning of said device baaed on said downloadable 
executable processor instruction; / 

delivering said downloadable executable processor instruction to a 
transmitter; / 

receiving at said transmitter staticm one or more first control signals which 
at said at least one of said plurality of i^ceiver stations operate to communicate 
said downloadable executable proo^sor instruction to said at least one processor 
and execute said downloadable executable processor instruction; and 

transferring said one opnore first control signals to said transmitter at a 
specific time, said transmitter transmitting said downloadable executable 
processor instruction and/said one or more first control signals. 

264. (NeWyCJlaim) The method of claim 263, further comprising the steps 
of: / 

receivmg a second control signal; and 

tranMiitting one of said downloadable executable processor instruction 
and saidx)ne or more control signals in response to said second control signal. 
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265c (New Claim) The method of claim 264, wherein said second control 
signal comprises a schedule. 

266. (Nfew Claim) The method of claim 264, wherein said second control 
signal is received m a satellite transmission. 

267. (New Cmim) The method of claim 264, wherein said second control 
signal is received in a telephone transmission. 

268. (New Claim) The method of claim 263, further comprising the steps 
of: \ 

receiving mass mediuijM^rogramming; and 
transmitting said n<ass medium programming. 

269. (New Claim) The method of claim 268, wherein said mass medium 
programming comprises video. \ 

270. (New Claim) The method of claim 268, wherein said mass medium 
programming comprises audio. \ 

271. (New Claim) The method of claim 268, further comprising the step 
of embedding one of said downloadable executable processor instruction and 
said one or more control signals in a signal containing said mass medium 
programming. \ 




56 



Serial No. 08/452,395 
Docket No. 05634.0065 



272. (New Claim) The method of claim 268, wherein one of said 
downloadable executablesprocessor instruction and said one or more control 
signals is transmitted via satellite. 

273. (New Claim) The raeknod of claim 263, wherein a first of said one 
or more first control signals operateslat said at least one of said plurality of 
receiver stations to commimicatelsalaaoWnloadable executable processor 
instruction to said at least one processor anosa second of said one or more first 
control signals operates to execute said downloadable executable processor 
inatruction. 



\ p. Hr( ^74. (New Claim) A method of delivering and billing a sub^cf iber for 
tne usejjA:ontrol signals and computer programming in a comjarfunication 
network, said network having a transmitter station and a^p^eiver station, said 
transmitter station transmitting control signals associ^ed with files that contain 
data and mass medium programming materiaL/^id receiver station having an 
input device, a processor for receiving programming instructions and 
communicating billing records, and a^mputer for using control signals and 
computer programming, said memod comprising the steps of: 

storing a file containmg data or mass medium programming material; 
programmmg s^ receiver station to locate, select, evaluate or decrypt 
said file; 

inputtipi:^ a command; 

; said file and transmitting a copy to said processor and to an 

outpy/ device; 

performing a datum check; 
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enabling said output device to receive said copy in accordance 
result of said datum check; and 
outputting said 



275. (New ClairrO The method of claim 274, wherein said receiver 
station includes a laser dislcsstorage device. 

276. (New Claim) The method of claim 274, wherein said receiver 
station includes a magnetic disk srorage device. 




277. (New Claim) The mejitqck of claim 276, wherein said magnetic disk 
storage device is a magnetic floppy di^ Vpftfge device. 

278. (New Claim) The method of claim 274, wherein said receiver 
station includes a magnetic tape storage device\ 



279. (New Claim) The method of claim 278i^ w;herein said magnetic tape 
torage device is a video cassette recorder. 

2BQ. (New Claim) A method of collecting and reporting the^lectronic 
fibution of data programming material in a communications network having 
a transmitter station and a receiver station, said transmitter station having an 
input device for inputting a command, a proc^^r for distributing said data 
programming material and collecting^t>ilIirig records and a storage device to 
store said data prograrxuning mefferial, said receiver station having a processor to 
receive said billing recprds, said method comprising the steps of: 
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inputting a command at said input device at said transmitter station; 

distributing data programming material from said storage devipe^ said 
transmitter station in response to said command from said ste^^^fmputting a 
command; 

creating a billing record at said transmitter station to evidence availability 
of said data programming material aj^smd transmitter station; 

transmitting said billing^cord from said step of creating a billing record 
to said receiver statioFK5ver a data network; and 

receiyirfg >aid billing record from said step of transmitting said billing 
record^ said receiver station from said data network. 



281. (New Claim) The method of claim 280, comprising the further steps 



of: 



storing said billing record from said step of creating a billing record at 
said transmitter station to accumulate a plurality of billing records; and 

transmitting said plurality of billing records in response to said 
accumulated plurality of billing records reaching a predetermined amount. 



282. The method of claim 280, comprising the further steps of: 
autodialing said receiver station from said transmitter station to establish 

a datalink between said receiver station and said transmitter station in response 
to said step of transmitting said billing record. 

283. The method of claim 280, comprising the further step of: 
establishing a datalink from said receiver station to said transmitter 

station in response to a signal at said receiver station. 
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284. (New Claim) ITie method of claim 280, 281, 282 or 283, wherein 
said data programming material includes computer programming material. 



85. (New Claim) The method of clainv28^^ said 
data prograrnmirtg-matgnaTis copyright protected material and said billing 
reflects the electronic distribution of copyrighted material. 



286. (New Claim) The method of claim 280, 281, 282 or 283 wherein said 
ta programming material includes television programming. 

(New Claim) The method of claiin280,jAa:iereffl^ic 
communication netwQii;49-artSIepione communications network. 



288. (New Claim) The method of claim 280, comprising the further step 



of: 



generating a bill at said receiver station in response to said step of 
receiving said billing record. 



(New Claim) A method for collecting and reporting the electij 
ution of programming material in a communication netjaterK navmg a 
transmitter station and a plurality of receiver stationsTsaid transmitter station 
having a processor to collect data frpjp-^aid plurality of receiver stations, each 
one of said plurality of repeH^er stations having a processor for detecting 
program identjfie^on signals and determining the local use of said 
pro^l^Brfming material at said one of said plurality of receiver stations and a 



60 



Serial No. 08/452,395 
^ Docket No. 05634.0065 



storage device to record said determiiied use of said programming material, saic 
method comprising the steps of: 

transmitting programming material from said transmitter stati^irto a 
plurality of receiver stations over said communication network; 

transmitting program identification signals that corr^ffond to said 
programming material transmitted in said step of transprutting programming 
material; and 

receiving data from each of said plurality of receiver stations that reflect 
the local use of said programming materi^transmitted in said step of 
transmitting programming material, 

wherein said data include ax least a portion of said program identification 
signals. 



290. (New Claim) The method of claim 289, comprising the further step 



of: 



generafing a bill at said transmitter station to reflect the use of said 
transmitj^ programming material at one of said plurality of receiver stations. 

291. (New Claim) The method of claim 289, wherein said step of 
^ceiving is from a telephone communication network. 

^[3 29^,^^ (New Claim) The method of claim 289, wherein at least a 
saidpregfamming material includes copyright protected prp^^affrming material. 



293. (New Claim) Thejjietiiod of claim 289, wherein one of said 
program identific^tiefTsignals in said step of transmitting program identification 
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signals is embedded into said programming material from said step of / 
transmitting programming material. / 

294. (New Claim) The method of claim 289, wherein said program 
identification signal is encoded on a radio frequency carrier, sai(a radio frequency 
carrier transmitted concurrently with said program material from said step of 
transmitting program material. / 

295. (New Claim) The method of claim 289/wherein said program 
identification signal is encoded on a radio frequency carrier, said radio frequency 
carrier transmitted asynchronously from said/programming material from said 
step of transmitting programming material 

296. (New Claim) A method^^f processing signals to enable a 
subsequent television programmmg presentation comprising the steps of: 

receiving a television si^al containing television programming and 
communicating said television signal to a storage device for storage; 

receiving a first iiwruct signal which is effective to control a receiver 
station apparatus and/a code or datum to serve as evidence of the passing of said 
first instruct signal/to a controllable device or of the functioning of said 
controllable device in response to said first instruct signal; 

selectmg one of: 

/ (1) a time at which to communicate said first instruct signal; and 
/ (2) a location to which to communicate said first instruct signal; 
/ communicating said first instruct signal at said selected time or to said 
selected location; and 
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storing said first instruct signal and said^codejM^-da+aifTatsai storage 
device basedop^said-stgpsof selecting and communicating. 

297. (New Claim) An interactive method for data promotion and 
delivery for use wkh an interactive mass medium programming output 
apparatus comprising the steps of: 

outputting massViedium programming that promotes data, said 
interactive mass medium Programming output apparatus having an input device 
to receive input from a subscriber; 

prompting said subscriber during said step of outputting, said mass 
medium programming includiri)gaiidio, v^hether said subscriber wants said data 
promoted in said step of displacing, said interactive mass medium programming 
output apparatus having an oumut^vice for outputting said data; 

receiving a reply from said suofecriber at said input device in response to 
said step of prompting said subscriber, leaid interactive mass medium 
programming output apparatus having processor for processing said 
subscriber reply and controlling delivery ol^said data in response to instructions; 

delivering said instructions at said intwactive mass medium 
programming output apparatus in response to^aid step of receiving a reply, said 
instructions controlling said interactive mass meldium programming output 
apparatus; \ 

processing said instructions from said step ordelivering, said instructions 
being effective to control a receiver station apparatus and store a code or datum 
to serve as evidence of the passing of an instruct signal t^ a controllable device or 
of the functioning of said controllable device in response t^an instruct signal; 
and \ 
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delivering sai^ata on the basis of. said instructions. 

298. (New Claim)\rhe method of claim 297, wherein at least one of said 
instructions is embedded in the non-visible or non-audible portion of a mass 
medium programming signal. 



299. (New Claim) The method of claim 297, wherein at least one of said 
instructions is delivered in a multichapfreJ signal transmitted over a broadband 
network, said method further comprising th^ step of demodulating a carrier to 
receive at least one of said instruction 




300. (New Claim) The method of claim 297/wherein at least one of said 
instructions is delivered in a multichannel signal transmitted via a satellite mass 
medium programming transmitter station, said method ftirther comprising the 
step of demodulating a carrier to receive at least one of saiosinstructions. 



01. (New Claim) The method of claim 297, further comprising th^^eps 



storing a subscriber instruction to receive at leastpr(e specific mass 
medium program, datum, news item, or compiit^r^ntrol instructions; and 

receiving said at least one specific;H^s medium program, said datum, 
said news item, or said computerj:e(mrol intruction in accordance with said 
subscriber instruction. 



302. iNew Claim) The method of claim 297, wherein information 
indicatjH^ the availability, use or usage of said mass medium programming or 
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